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First realisation mission in Haïti  
They are off ! As youôre reading this text, 6 volunteers are in Haµti : Pieter Jagers 
and Bart Schrauwen (Electrabel), Claude Dewachter (Sibelga), Georges Eche-
ment, Olivier Jarbath and Dominique Thomas (ORES).  
 
Three projects will be realised :  
At Port au Prince : supply through photovoltaic systems of essential services to 
Sodeth and Carrefour Hospitals (Newsl. n°28).   
At Laverdure (100 km North of Port au Prince): supply through photovoltaic sys-
tems of an orphanage house and a school. 
 
A 2nd mission is foreseen just after, to take care of 2 other hospitals for which an 
evaluation mission has already been carried out in February. These interventions 
became possible thanks to the generous gifts from GDF Suez, Electrabel M&S, 
Sibelga, their colleagues, and also from our members and sympathizers. 
 
As far as what concerns the main energy rehabilitation project of a 14 km MV 
power line in Port au Prince, the financing is still being searched.  
On their side, our friends of E.A.F. prepare a realization mission end of 2010. 
 
We shall keep you regularly informed about our actions in HAITI. 
Special thanks to our volunteers. Without their skills, nothing is possible !   

Claude Gastout 

Coordinator Haïti  

(pictures on pg. 3) 

This is the 3rd realisation mission by 

E.A.F.for the benefit of an exemplary 

solidair tourist center: Teriya Bugu 

(Newsl. N°25). E.A.F. had equipped 

the center with a new genset, and reno-

vated the electrical network of the ho-

tel, during the two last missions. 

During this new mission in February, 

our 2 volunteers Bruno Lambinet and 

Frederic Coyer from Cofely France, 

have installed and brought into service 

2 gensets that can work either with jat-

ropha oil or with fuel.  

 

The financing has been provided for 

75% by E.A.F. and for 25% by the 

ñPays Chartrainò (R®gion Centre in 

France) as R&D provision to Energie 

Relais, supplier of the gensets. 

 
(continued on pg 2) 

Teriya Bugu (Mali) : inauguration of 2 Jatropha 

oil gensets  

Jatropha fruits 
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Our help is part of  the project initi-

ated by Rural Development Help As-

sociation in order to limit the depen-

dance on fossil energy and develop at 

a local scale food, agricultural and 

energetic autonomy. 

The Total Foundation has brought its 

support to the agrifuel development. 

 

During the colourful inauguration, 

honoured by the presence of the Mali 

Energy Minister, the center benefitted 

of its first kWh produced with vegetal 

oil.  

This unforgettable ceremony has mo-

tivated all the actors working on the 

energetic autonomy objective of 

2012.    

 

A date has now been made ! 

 
Véronique Versy 

 

Jatropha oil is a vegetal oil ex-
tracted from the grains of the Jat-
ropha, a bush which has its ori-
gins in Central America, and then 
spread in Africa and Asia. 
The tree is mainly used as a hay 
to delimit the parcels of the farm-
ers. 
 

The Jatropha grains are not edi-
ble. The tree is capable of grow-
ing on any type of soil (even on 
land unsuitable for human culti-
vation) and does not need addi-
tional water supply. Its oil is not 
edible, even toxic, but itôs an ex-
cellent biofuel. The oil is like par-
affin oil, and also raw material for 
soap production.    

Bruno Lambinet (l.), Frédéric Coyer and their new friends 

A colourful ceremony 

Official inauguration : Bruno Lambinet and the Minister of Energy of Mali 
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Another  overview of the network state... 

Haïti : ready to go  ! 
From l. to r. : Pieter Jagers, Dominique 

Thomas, Claude Dewachter, Georges 

Echement; Olivier Jarbath and Bart 

Schrauwen 

Pictures taken during the survey mission in 

February 2010 

 

Thierry Tuxen: the loss of a man of quality  
 
It is with great sadness that we have learned of the death of Thierry 
Tuxen, taken from us on 6 July 2010 by a vicious cancer, at the age 
of 72. 
An AIMs graduate engineer, Thierry started his professional life at 
EBES, moving on to ENI before becoming for many long years the 
Director of CHEMA, a subsidiary of Tractebel Engineering special-
ising in health systems. A high-level expert in the field of health and 
hospitals, his work took him the length and breadth of Africa, Asia 
and Eastern Europe. Until recently, he was also a lecturer at the 
Ecole de Santé Publique (Public Health School) of the Université 
Libre de Bruxelles. 
 
Project Coordinator and Director of E.A., Thierry was one of the 
pillars of the association. Over a five-year timeline, he took per-
sonal charge of a dozen projects, before discovering his calling as 
a coach to the young colleagues he would assign to his activities. 
 
Thierry leaves a gaping void in our association. A man gifted with 
unbounded openness of spirit and remarkable perceptiveness, loyal in friendship and faithful to his convictions, he al-
ways succeeded in creating a friendly and pleasant atmosphere, even in the most complicated projects. His many friends 
and colleagues will remember with fondness his wide smile and his infallible good humor. 

 
All of us at E.A. extend our deepest sympathies to his wife, his daughter and his grand-daughters. 
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Once again, a  
multi -purpose mis-
sion  
 

In Togo, E.A. has had the opportunity 

to collaborate with several reliable 

local partners, which has resulted in 

organising missions in this country 

since 2007. Such missions combine 

implementations, follow-up visits and 

assessment of future projects.  

 

The case here described concerns 

Kpekplémé, a big village located at 

200 km from Lomé, in the Middle-

Mono nearby Tado (Newsletter n° 

20), and bordering Benin.  

The President of the AED-Togo NGO, 

Laurent Dekalikan, asked us to elec-

trify the new health centre and a 

school, as well as to equip an IT cen-

tre located nearby at Tohoun, the 

county-town.  

 

The implementation team seized the 

opportunity to 

visit the for-

mer Tado, 

Kati, Akplolo 

and Assomé 

projects and 

ended its mis-

sion by assess-

ing a potential 

project in  

Ahlon Denou, 

located at the 

frontier of 

Ghana. 

 

Given the long 

travels and 

unpredictable 

state of the 

roads, the support of 3 volunteers was 

required to achieve that mission in 

two weeks.  

This is how our Togo old-timer, Do-

minique Thomas (ORES ï Arlon) 

took along 2 new comers, his col-

league Georges Echement and Vin-

cent Michiels, from Sibelga.  

 

When Laurent confirmed that the ma-

terial had been cleared through and 

brought to the relevant places in 

Lomé, the mission got a go and our 

three volunteers began on November 

1, 2009. 

Health centre, well and school electrified in Kpekplémé (Togo)  

The daily adventures of the local transportation... 

Dominique and Vincent with the children of Kpekplémé  
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Facing unexpected  
events  
 

Once in Kpekplémé our three volun-

teers were welcomed by the chief of 

the village, Mr Yeto. He immediately 

recognized Dominique who had al-

ready been there to survey the area in 

2008. Mr Yeto looked very pleased to 

see them. He showed a constant inter-

est in the project, which he followed 

up every day. 

 

The timeworn health and maternity 

centre had turned into a brand new 

pre-cabled but unelectrified building. 

During his first assessment visit, Do-

minique had noticed that there was a 

well from which water was drawn 

with buckets for the use of the inhabi-

tants and the hospital. Naturally, Do-

minique suggested installing a solar 

water pumping system.  

As water tower construction and 

plumbing are not part of E.A.ôs core 

business, we contacted Delimet, a 

local business partner, with which we 

had already collaborated in Tado. 

Once again, we were very satisfied by 

the quality of their services, aside 

from some polyethylene pipe welding 

issues.  

 

We experienced problems with the 

Shurflo pump engine and our friends 

had to strip it down to eventually dis-

cover that the brushes did not slide 

smoothly in the holders, hence a con-

tact default with the commutator; but 

they eventually efficiently solved the 

problem. There was a true moment of 

happiness when the tank was filling 

up and water was coming out of the 

taps! 

 

The rest of the solar systems was in-

stalled in the health centre and in the 

school without any trouble, in particu-

lar thanks to Dominique who had pre-

pared in Belgium two cupboards 

ready to contain batteries, a control-

ler, an inverter and a central panel. 

 

But things did not run as smoothly in 

Tohounôs IT training centre.  When 

our volunteers opened the containers, 

they discovered that the UPS and a 

PC had been stolen. In addition, the 

remaining PCs had no start run codes 

(they had been ñforgottenò by the 

supplier), hence unusable. Our volun-

teers had to limit their project to the 

electrification of the centre....waiting 

for another mission. 

 

The follow-up and assessment mis-

sions that came next were carried 

through without any major difficulty. 

It was the opportunity to check the 

maintenance of the equipments, to 

take note of problems if any (the re-

frigerators seem to be easily damage-

able), provide advice and prepare fu-

ture missions. 

 

I wish to congratulate and deeply 

thank Dominique, Georges and Vin-

cent. The problems they had to deal 

with were rapidly forgotten thanks to 

the quality of the relationships they 

built with the people from Togo and 

to their kindness which Vincent, our 

new E.A. volunteer, particularly ap-

preciated. 

 
Roland Rosseel  

Project responsible 

Vincent installs the PV panels of the health center  Georges ans Vincent on the water tower 
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The warmth and colours of Togo  
 
Anecdotes and work atmosphere: a word from Dominique 
 
ñWe have been really moved by the warm welcome of the 
people in Togo ï mostly the children. Show them little things 
(like making a whistle out of grass or whistling through your 
joined hands) and there you are standing with about fifty kids 
around you. We also felt how enthusiast where the chief 
nurse, nurses and the pharmacist about the electrification of 
the health centre. The chief nurse really wanted to help and 
work with us. We had named him ñthe apprenticeò. As our 
apprentice bred rabbits, he insisted that we took one of them 
for our dinner. I explained to him that in Europe, we took 
their skin out and I showed him how! 
 
Here is an anecdote that made us laugh out loud.  
Since Georges and I are from the same region, we often 
speak our dialect. I was climbing the ladder to the roof. But 
the ladder was not correctly placed. I said to Georges in our 
dialect: ñIl va falloir quôje boutche la chauleò George looked 
at the guy who was working with us and asked: ñDid you 
understand?ò.He said: ñyes, heôs gonna move the ladder!ò 

Training session with Dominique 

The 20 km of Brussels  
 
May 30th 2010 : an unusual day  
 

For the fourth time, the E.A. team took part to the 20 km of 

Brussels. 655 people from the group and from partner com-

panies subscribed. An absolute record.! 

 

We also had once again the chance to have the Saint-

Stanislas sport hall at our disposal. It allowed us to wel-

come our participants and to provide them a comfortable 

area where they could dress and refresh after the race. We 

would like to thank the school direction for giving us that opportunity once again. 

 

The school doors were open at 13.00 and most of the runners joined us there. 

It wasnôt really what we can call a nice spring day. The temperatures were quiet chill and a pouring rain from time to 

time cooled down the mind and the muscles. 

 

After a short briefing, the racers went to 

the ñstairwayò for the traditional group 

picture. And we didnôt go unnoticed to 

say the least! Our flashy yellow  

T-shirtôs drew attention to us from far. 

To increase the fame of E.A. internally 

and externally is one of the goals of the 

participation to the 20 kmôs and that part 

of the mission can be considered as ac-

complished with brio. 

 

The tension raised and the participants 

headed to the starting boxes linked to 

their number.  

 

 

E.A. participants coming from the Netherlands 
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As every year, there was no lack of supporters along the way to applause the runners. And itôs still in a sporty and posi-

tive atmosphere that the signal for departure was given. 

 

After only 1h and 1 minute, the great winner, Onzesphore Nkunzimana, crossed the finish line. 

For the E.A. team, the best time recorded in the men category is the one of David Mengolo who finished 91st in the gen-

eral ranking in 1h12 .For the women, thatôs Annelies Demunck who crossed the line at the 24th position in her category 

with a time of 1h23. 

 

After the race, everybody met up in the 20 kmôs sport village under the Electrabel tent. Thanks to the support of the inter-

nal communication of Electrabel, we could indeed offer this year a drink, a pie and an apple to our runners. Thatôs the 

place were the first impressions of the race were shared and where people talked about their time. This initiative has to be 

remembered for next year. 

 

For the participantséthe 20 kmôs didnôt stop there! They had then to collect the amount for which their sponsors com-

mitted. 

 

We have the great pleasure to announce that up to now, roughly 19 000ú have been transferred on the Energy Assistance 

account. The entirety of the sponsorship will be dedicated to our missions in Haïti. 

 

We expect you to come on Sunday May 29th 2011 for a new sport challenge 

under the colors of E.A.. 

Website: www.sibp.be 

 
Xavier Desmarets 

http://www.sibp.be

