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Haiti : thanks to your donations 
two Hospitals and a children's home 
equipped with photovoltaic systems 
 
After a reconnaissance mission carried out in February in Port-au-Prince that al-
lowed us to detect a series of potential projects (Newsl. Nr. 28), a team of 6 vol-
unteers of E.A. , Pieter Jagers and Bart Schrauwen ( Electrabel), Claude De 
Wachter (Sibelga), George Echement, Olivier Jarbath and Dominique Tho-
mas (ORES), left for 2 weeks in Haiti. 
They returned on July 
25th, mission accom-
plished. 
This mission, consist-
ing of the installation 
of solar PV systems, 
targeted 3 projects. In 
Port-au-Prince, to 
secure the power 
supply of essential 
services in 2 hospitals 
located Sodeth and 
Carrefour.  
At Laverdure (100 
km north of the capi-
tal), for the electrifica-
tion of a Children's 
Home including a 
school and a dispen-
sary.  

(continued on p. 2) 

Ready to get down to work! from l. to r.: Claude De Wachter, 

Dominique Thomas, Bart Schrauwen, Pieter Jagers, Olivier Jar-

bath, Georges Echement 

Sweet gratitude... 

Maternity and health centre get sun in a 
box (Arbonga, Benin) 

The mission aimed at bringing electric-

ity to Arbonga in Benin was prepared 

by Philippe d’Hoop and carried out 

under Guy Vansaingèle’s supervision 

(ORES Tournai). The latter was asked 

to involve a new comer, Patrick  

Decoster (ORES Charleroi).  

After some delay and itinerary changes 

due to raining season in Benin, the vol-

unteers took off from Paris on June 10 

late in the morning. Seven hours later 

and after a stopover in Niamey, they 

landed in the capital of Burkina Faso, 

Ouagadougou, the town of Joachim 

Kinda, the equipment supplier.  
       (continued on p. 7) 
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One million people are still living under temporary tents 

Haiti : thanks to your donations, 2 hospitals and a chil-
dren's home equipped with PV systems     

Carrying out simultaneously the three projects allowed more 
flexibility in the work organization and the consolidation of orders 
from one supplier. 
Because Haitian equipments follow U.S. standards (60 Hz, 110 
V), it was considered preferable to source locally. Following a 
call for tenders launched by Marc Van Beirs, the firm Green 
Energy was chosen, based on the quality of technical answers 
from its boss, Jean-Jacques Sylvain, who among other things 
has proposed a series of equipment options specific to U.S. 
manufacturers. However, he has not been very reliable in re-
spect of delivery times, which led to modifications in the plan-
ning and organization of work. But once under pressure, he has 
worked tirelessly to ensure the success of the projects. 
Other projects in Haiti, some of which were visited during this 
mission, are being studied. 
It is your generosity that makes all these humanitarian actions 
possible. Big thanks to you all. 

Roland Rosseel 

The hospitals’ directors : Dr Théodore 

(Sodeth.) 

Dr Régis (Carrefour) 

YOUR GENEROSITY IN FIGURES 

Origin Amount Matching Totals 

  by companies   

 Staff donations     

 Electrabel Marketing & Sales       нΦнрнΣтп ϵ       нΦнрнΣтп ϵ      пΦрлрΣпу ϵ  

 T.P.M. Europe          сллΣлл ϵ           сллΣлл ϵ      мΦнллΣлл ϵ  

 GDF Suez       рΦмфоΣлл ϵ       рΦмфоΣлл ϵ    млΦоусΣлл ϵ  

 GDF Suez Energy Central             
America       оΦтфрΣлл ϵ       оΦтфрΣлл ϵ      тΦрфлΣлл ϵ  

 GDF Suez Energy U.K.          спмΣлл ϵ           спмΣлл ϵ      мΦнунΣлл ϵ  

 Sponsoring GDF Suez run-
ners in the 20 km of Brussels    млΦнрсΣлл ϵ     млΦнрсΣлл ϵ    нлΦрмнΣлл ϵ  

 Sibelga : staff and friendships       тΦпомΣрл ϵ       тΦпомΣрл ϵ    мпΦусоΣлл ϵ  

        

 Companies donations       

 Sibelga       оΦлллΣлл ϵ        оΦлллΣлл ϵ  

 Sponsoring GDF SUEZ  20 km 
of Brussels    млΦлллΣлл ϵ      млΦлллΣлл ϵ  

 Sponsoring Tractebel Engi -
neering  20km of Brussels       мΦуплΣлл ϵ        мΦуплΣлл ϵ  

        

Miscellaneaous Donations       

 Exebel       мΦлллΣлл ϵ        мΦлллΣлл ϵ  

 Private donations (excluding 
staff and companies)    нлΦрулΣлл ϵ      нлΦрулΣлл ϵ  

        

TOTAL  ON 18-08-2010       фсΦтруΣпу ϵ  
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Haiti : PV supply of 2 hospitals in Port-au-Prince 

Volunteer’s impression 
 
It was an experience humanely 
very rewarding. First to have 
lived and worked 24h/24 with 
people I didnôt know. But also 
for the contacts and exchanges 
with the Haitian people, espe-
cially in the evening, at the end 
of our stay, when we had sym-
pathized with the neighbors. 
We discussed and offered them 
a drink. They were happy that 
we were interested in them. 
These people who have virtu-
ally nothing have offered us 
various crafts they made. 
It's an experience I wish the 
many colleagues who volun-
teered to live too.  

Claude  

Volunteer’s impression 
 

For me, this mission was a 
culmination, the fulfillment of 
promises made during my 
first mission in February. I am 
very proud to have helped my 
fellow countrymen, with the 
skills I learned in Belgium.  
 

Olivier  

The panels supports are foreseen to resist against the cyclone risks…     … and sealed to prevent any theft 

Departed a few days before his col-

leagues, Olivier had three missions: 

to ensure the accommodation and 

transport for the team, to verify the 

delivery of the equipment ordered 

from Green Energy, as well as the 

availability of hospitals to be 

equipped. Result: OK for the accom-

modation and the availability of hos-

pitals that are looking forward to 

greet our teams, but delay in the de-

livery of some equipment.  

 

The weekend is used to visit together 

the two hospitals with their respective 

directors, Dr. Theodore (Sodeth) and 

Dr. Regis (Carrefour) and to sched-

ule the work. The equipment has just 

been delivered in Sodeth so work will 

begin on Monday by this hospital.  

 

As in other poor countries, we are not 

immune to the disappearance, or let’s 

say the long-term borrowing, of some 

highly desirable equipment such as 

photovoltaic panels and batteries. On 

advice from our supplier, the supports 

of these 2 types of equipment have 

been specifically designed and exe-

cuted to avoid this type of surprise: 

bolt heads are inaccessible and the 

supports feet are casted in the con-

crete slab.  

 

The first part of the job consists in 

splitting the existing circuits to sepa-

rate the loads that will be powered by 

the PV system, namely the surgery, 

intensive care and childbirth rooms, 

as well as a light in every room and a 

few lights in the hallways. All light 

bulbs are of low energy consumption. 

Radiography and sterilization equip-

ment, as well as the air conditioning, 

are excluded because of their high 

energy needs.  

 

Indeed, when designing the equip-

ment, Marc Van Beirs and I have 

deliberately set the daily production 

capacity of photovoltaic energy to 

about 7,500 Wh, which is provided by 

16 PV panels (180 Wp each), 16 bat-

teries of 400 Ah and all the associated 

equipment. After three days of work: 

startup. Perfect, everything works!  

On Thursday morning departure for 

Laverdure, return on Monday.  

Starting work at the Hospital Center 

of Carrefour, but 2 of our guys lie on 

the side: they caught a painful intesti-

nal disease, but thankfully they are in 

good hands.  

 

The Hospital Centre of Carrefour is 

much larger than Sodeth, it includes 

among others a Pediatrics Depart-

ment. However the start of work is 

the same as Sodeth: separation of the 

electrical circuits and combination of 

the circuits of the surgery, intensive 

care and childbirth rooms, as well as 

one lamp per room and a few lamps 

in the hallways.  

 

Despite the late delivery of some 

equipment, the expertise, advice and 

support of Sylvain, our interlocutor 

from Green Energy, are recognized 

and much appreciated. His interven-

tion was needed to solve a problem of 

main circuit breaker tripping, maybe 

due to inadequate programming.  
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The daily adventures of the local transportation... 

Volunteer’s impression 

 
In terms of rebuilding homes, I noticed that little or 
nothing was moving. The destroyed houses were not 
cleared to allow a new reconstruction. Upon inquiry, it 
appears that there is no cadastre or property title. 
People do not dare to clear the ruins because some-
one else could seize the parcel without possibility of 
appeal for the former occupant. There is also of 
course a clear lack of money. All this complicates 
strongly the reconstruction of the city.  

Dominique  

 

A.H.P.H. 
Association des Hôpitaux Privés d’Haïti 

Route de Delmas, # 325, En face Delmas 48. À côté de la 
pompe à essence TOTAL . Tel: 2513-6764, 2249-7858 

 

28th July 2010, Port-au-Prince 

 

Board of directors 

ENERGY ASSISTANCE 

 

The Association of Private Hospitals of Haiti (AHPH) would like to 

compliment you for the wonderful work you accomplished to the bene-

fit of the Haitian community and more specifically for the support you 

gave to the Haitian hospitals network badly hit during the earthquake of 

the last January 12th. 

 

Thanks to ENERGY ASSISTANCE, the beneficiary hospitals will be 

able from now to face the problems linked to the electrical energy and 

provide to the population cares by all time. We would like to congratu-

late and thank you once again for that. 

 

In addition, on request of the members of the Association of the Hospi-

tals of Haiti, the A.H.P.H would like, in partnership with Energy Assis-

tance, to present to the Suez board of directors or to the Belgian Foreign 

Cooperation Ministry the request to provide a logistical and financial 

support to ENERGY ASSISTANCE in order to furnish the other hospi-

tals members of the Association with electrical systems based on solar 

panels. 

 

We hope you will take this request into consideration and will accept 

our proposition. 

 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Dr Ronald Laroche, M.P.H., R.Sc. 

Chairman of the board of directors 
 

Lamardelle : a future project ? Carrefour : Claude (l.) and Georges by 35° in the shadow 

Battery’s coffers made by « Green Energy » 

The installation of Carrefour being 

well on track, nothing prevents us to 

visit the School Centre of La-

mardelle where a new request for 

assistance was received by the chan-

nel of our colleague from Tractebel 

Engineering, Magali Gontier.  

 

On site Pieter shows his juggling tal-

ents to the marveled children.  

To thank the staff, the physicians of-

fer a few hours of relaxation and well

-deserved rest at the beach.  

 

The next projects are already "in the 

pipe" with the Jude Anne Hospital of 

Dr. Laroche and the Health Clinic of 

Dr. Noël... and perhaps others (see 

the letter from Dr Laroche).  

 
Claude Gastout  

Projects Coordinator  
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Haiti : Light and computers for “Blanc-Irène” school  
in Laverdure  

The good fairy of Laverdure 

 
When others get ready to enjoy a well-earned retirement, 
Irène Belle, a teacher of Waterloo, decided ten years ago 
to dedicate herself to the most vulnerable among the poor: 
Haitiôs street children. 
 
She arrived then in Laverdure, rural suburb of Petite 
Rivi¯re de lóArtibonite, a hundred km north of Port-au-
Prince. She created a children house, to whom she offers 
accommodation and food and gives a secondary and pri-
mary education, as well as basic cares. The population 
gave it the name of ñBlanc-Ir¯neò School. There is no 
need to say that the earthquake of January 2010, with its 
stream of refugees, increased the work.  With her retire-
ment income and the donations she collects tirelessly in 
Belgium, Irène Bell faces all of that.  
Her long-term objective: to settle a maximum of young 
people in the country side, where a lot of lands are unem-
ployed. She has therefore plenty of projects. 
 
After having finished the equipment of the Sodeth Hospital 
in Port-au-Prince, our 6 volunteers took the road to Laver-
dure via Saint-Marc, in the wake of the truck of the sup-
plier Green Energy transporting the equipment. 
 
In southern countries, car trips are most of the time the 
most dangerous part of the journey. Indeed, itôs only be-
cause of the driving skills of their driver that our friends 
had a narrow escape of a frontal collision with two trucks 
riding in front of them toward them. They really feared for 
their lives. 
 
As soon as they arrived at Ir¯ne Belleôs in the afternoon, 
they started to work with an enthusiasm that amazed her. 
She testifies of it in a very emotional thank you letter (see 
pg. 6)  

The different buildings in the House, built with very few 
resources, were covered with an extra thin corrugated 
roofing not allowing to install 8 photovoltaic panels of 145 
Wp.  
Fortunately, Jean-Jacques Sylvain, the boss of Green 
Energy, had anticipated the difficulty and proposed to 
mount the panels on the top of a 3 m height pole, firmly 
fixed with concrete in the ground. The rest of the installa-
tion occurred classically in a good atmosphere, despite the 
effects of a local bacterium on the intestine of two of our 
friends.  

Installation of the structure on poles. From l.to r. : Dominique, 

Claude and Pieter 

Laptops start-in; From l.to r. : Irène Belle, Bart and Olivier The « Blanc-Irène » school electrified 
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Volunteer’s impression 

 
The mission that left me the strongest memory is 
Laverdure in Artibonite. A small school in the na-
ture, away from the big cities, where technology is 
a utopia. A group of children applauding us when 
the overloaded truck arrives. After two days of hard 
work, the light shines and there is electricity. To 
thank us, the children lead us to a local source for a 
refreshing shower, and then they sing for us. How 
fortunate to have been part of such a thing!  

Pieter  

After 2 days of intense work, the light was shining in the 
house and in 3 classrooms, a fridge for medicines and 6 
laptops recycled by ñClose the Gapò were supplied in 
electricity. A young student in computing in Port-au-
Prince, living before in the House of Irène Belle, partici-
pated to the installation and received the training neces-
sary to the maintenance. 
 
It is with satisfaction to have brought a lot to people hav-
ing no more than their bravery, that our friends went back 
to Port-au-Prince, to start to work on the Carrefour Hospi-
tal. 
 

Roland Rosseel 
Project Coordinator 

Extracts of the letter from Irene Belle  
 

Petite-Rivi¯re de lôArtibonite 
16 juillet 2010 

 
Chers Messieurs de Suez, Electrabel et autres fées Electricité! 
 
Ö Thanks to you, tonight, we have light! All class-
rooms, a computer room, a mini - dispensary and a 
children's house are lit.  
What a fairy dream becoming a reality before our 
eyes! What a joy for children living in straw houses 
to see their neighborhood all lit up! A little progress, 
comfort and pleasure just lifted the boredom, the de-
spair, the misery. What an encouragement to con-
tinue tomorrow!  
 
I am writing on my knees in the gathering dusk, 
while the architects of these marvels, exhausted but 
so happy, went swimming with children. What a 
great team these young people make, some of them 
with whitening hair (but it must be a mistake)! 
They have all been busy like bees since 9am in the 
morning to make life more beautiful, thousands of 
miles from home. What an example here, in a world 
where everything is money! No one in Laverdure 
will ever forget the mischievous air of Georges from 
Gaume, the strong back and the light eyes of Claude 
from Brussels, the audacity of Dominic from the Ar-
dennes and of the two young Flemish guys (Pieter 
and Bart), so adorable with children, or the bonho-
mie of Olivier the Haitian, always cheerful. (...)  
The entire population of Laverdure joins us to thank 
you. For them, any sign saying "You exist" rewards 
them and motivates them to progress. (Í) May our 
gratitude remain strong at least as long as the panels 
warranty!  
 
Bravo Energy Assistance, we will remember you in 
Haiti.× 

Irène Belle  

Laverdure : A pure moment of hapiness (shared) with the children 
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Arbonga, Benin : maternity and health centre  
get sun in a box (continuation) 

Chaos as a starter! 

 

It was Patrickôs first time in Africa – 

a complete change of scene. Unlike 

him, Guy was not long to get back to 

African routine – he took the news 

with resignation when he learnt that 

the mission would not begin in Ouaga 

on June 11 at dawn but on the 12th,  

(tires to change, not the good brand, 

unsatisfactory quality of the electric 

equipment, which was not installed in 

the vehicle, etc. Anyways!). Guy and 

Patrick took that day “lost and off” to 

discover Ouaga and get familiar with 

the team who was going to install the 

solar panels in Arbonga. 

 

Eventually, on the 12th at 05:00 am, 

they were in the four-wheel drive. 

After a one-day travel and a 930km 

drive, they would reach Banikoara, 

north of Benin, where their hosts, the 

Salesian Sisters of the Visitation, 

were living. Unluckily the supplier 

had some misfortunes and the trip 

finally began at  07:15 am. The road 

was in good state but they made sev-

eral halts – halt to drink; road check-

points; halt to embark Joachim’s 

friend, a monk who had to go to Be-

nin and of course, halt at the frontier 

checkpoint: some passengers had to 

get immediate vaccination against 

yellow fever to cross the border. 

 

After a good night of sleep, the mis-

sion members hit the road again. 

Nothing like the day before; for about 

100 km, they had to cope with pot-

holes looking more like bomb craters 

and crazy drivers speeding to reach 

Niger in 24 hours and driving unreg-

istered cars coming from Europe. The 

journey went on, with several break-

downs.   

Once in Kandi, half-way through Be-

nin, they came across a zealous offi-

cial; he declared that the goods trans-

port information was incomplete. 

Once again, they had to go through 

everlasting discussions...and eventu-

ally cried for help to the transport or-

ganiser, Sister Chantal, the Belgian 

Nun supervising the community. Fi-

nally, one hour later, the volunteers 

resumed their travel to final destina-

tion, Banikoara. 

 

Well shared tasks 
 
On the 14th at daybreak and after a 

hearty breakfast prepared by the gen-

erous nuns, the volunteers left for Ar-

bonga to start their work, at last. They 

had to bring electricity to a brand new 

maternity home (built end 2009) and 

to a health centre, somewhat older, 

located at the village entry.  

The inhabitants, curious, were observ-

ing the little troop and the weird 

equipment brought to the maternity 

home. Work moved on fast (they had 

to catch up given the days lost).  

 

Joachim and his employees installed 

the solar panels, Guy dealt with all 

the electric issues and Patrick in-

stalled the lighting system and the 

refrigerator.  

 

The first task was to make that fridge 

operational so that everyone could 

have fresh drinks while working in a 

40°C atmosphere. Fridge was on in 

no time. Things went on well.  A 

number of local volunteers gave a 

hand, they dug a trench between the 

maternity and the health centre to 

place the power cable and put up the 

ground stakes.  The team made up for 

the lost time and everyone got back 

home, exhausted and eager to a well-

earned rest.  

 

Thus, everything ran smooth and 

sound. Except for Patrick who had 

some serious digestion problems after 

having eaten too many of those local 

fruits (mangos, bananas and oranges) 

that the sisters served at every meal.  

Panels hanged with art 

 
Trench diggers are welcome 
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Eventually, on June 17, the installa-

tion was over late in the evening and 

the volunteers returned to Banikoara 

where the President of Arbonga’s 

religious community, very pleased by 

their work, was expecting them with 

a gift: two well alive guinea-fowls! 

Sister Chantal explained that one 

guinea fowl is an exceptional gift, so 

two was something! Guinea-fowl 

meat is indeed most eaten and appre-

ciated in that region. 

 

The following day, the volunteers 

officially passed on the installation to 

the person responsible for the build-

ings, trained the electrician assigned 

to future maintenance and celebrated 

the first baby born under the lights 

powered by E.A.. The members also 

visited a school under construction in 

Banikoara, which could be the next 

E.A. electrification mission. 

 

On June 18, the team returned to 

Ouagadougou; they had to take off in 

the evening. During their return, they 

did some tourism and visited a safari 

park, sat on a well alive crocodile (a 

“labrador-like” specimen?), saw a 

group of enormous elephants stand-

ing at the edge of the road and a tribe 

of frightened baboons. 

 
Patrick Decoster 

Volunteer 

From l. to r. :  Sister Chantal, Patrick brandishing his gift and Guy Acceptance of the works 

As straight as a die! 

Burkina Faso : Practical training on PV technology for 
22 students at Banfora  

Raymond : how to drill without drill... 

During the first two weeks of July, 

Albert Lambot (Fluxys) and myself 

went to Burkina Faso. It’s some kilo-

meters away from the city of Banfora 

(450 km South-West from Ouaga-

dougou) that the Sisters of the Augus-

tinian community Maria Nellé are 

installed. They care about the health 

of the inhabitants of the small sur-

rounding villages. They created a 

health center with consultation, 

pharmacy and recovery center. 

 

To allow a continuity of the care 

(night and day), it is necessary to 

have continuously power and light in 

the observation and recovery room. 

Thanks to the assistance of the local 

supplier Joachim Kinda and his 

team, the solar panels were provided 

and placed in two days. 

 

He also provided us the entirety of 

the necessary equipments: inverters, 

regulators, batteries, cables, switches, 

sockets… 
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To accomplish the work, we benefited 

from the help of the students of the 

Technical school Louis Querbes of 

Banfora (Newsletter Nr 26) assisted 

by their electricity teachers Laurent 

Signoret and Yacouba Coulibaly. 

These students obtained their techni-

cal certificates in June and were will-

ing to follow this solar panels train-

ing. 

 

The work was divided in 2 sectors, 

each supplied by a group of solar pan-

els. 

The first group of panels (530Wp) 

had to supply 2 buildings (one meet-

ing room and one recovery center 

including 5 rooms). 

The works started by the digging of 

trenches (fortunately the workforce 

was abundant!) to lay the cables com-

ing from the solar panels and going in 

the second building where the in-

verter and the batteries were installed. 

The students were then in charge of 

adapting the cabling of the building to 

the power available with the new 

power supply. The consumption of 

the rooms had indeed to be limited 

and therefore we dismounted all elec-

trical sockets. 

 

The second group of panels (420Wp) 

had to supply the health center, the 

pharmacy and the kitchen. 

Once again the cables were laid in 

underground trenches between the 

buildings, but we faced enormous 

difficulties to determine the cabling 

of the existing installations. Little 

rodents had damaged many cables 

and wires. We had to modify the cir-

cuits and lay new cables. 

Others problems: perforating a con-

crete wall without drill or fixing 

switches without screw. 

 

Finally, we managed to drill the wall 

with a raw-plug and a chisel. For the 

screws, we found some at the bottom 

of a drawer in a shop in Banfora. 

During these two weeks, Laurent Si-

gnolet, electricity teacher, took in 

charge (in small groups) the theoreti-

cal training of the students about 

photovoltaic panels. 

This training will allow them to mas-

ter the design and installation tech-

niques of PV systems in their village 

or in their company and above all to 

maintain them. 

 

Albert Lambot imagined exercises to 

put them in situation of research of 

the most adequate solutions possible 

to determine the power of the solar 

panels. 

For my part, I tried to give to these 

future workers my experience as a 

professional electrician. 

 

During the weekend, an excursion has 

been organized with the students to 

the village of Niansogoni (80 km 

away from Banfora), in order to visit 

solar panels, which were installed by 

E.A. last year.  

 

The entirety of the 

buildings (mater-

nity, pharmacy, 

staff housings) 

was inspected and 

we observed that 

everything was 

working perfectly 

well.  

 

That was also the 

occasion to walk 

in the surrounding 

hills and to visit a 

troglodyte village. 

These 2 weeks afforded us to meet 

young Africans interested by these 

new technologies, which we hope will 

know an interesting development in 

this country. 

 
Raymond Denis (ORES) 

Volunteer 

Field training : Laurent Signoret (l.), Raymond Denis (r.) and their students 

Albert supervising a tricky operation  
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Health Zone of Kabinda (DRC): electrification of three clinics 

and the central office 

Kabinda is well known for E.A. . 

This is already the 3rd project sup-

ported by our association within this 

city of more than 100,000 inhabitants. 

One of the former projects involved 

the power supply by PV and the 

placement of lightning rods for the 

General Hospital (Newsl. 11), the 

other supporting Norbert, a Belgian 

installed for 40 years there, for a pro-

ject of electricity supply to an FM 

radio animated by the city youth 

(Newsl. 24).  

 

The area of the health zone, located in 

the East Kasai province, is 19,000 

km² (2/3 of Belgium!) for 220,000 

inhabitants, half of whom are less 

than 15 years old. There are 26 health 

areas, each with a health center, most 

often with a maternity. Some resi-

dents of these areas live more than 

100 km away from the city of 

Kabinda and therefore from the hos-

pital.  

 

The project initiated by the associa-

tion Cap Santé (Liège) seeks to en-

courage and support initiatives that 

contribute to sustainably improve the 

health and well-being in Africa. The 

actions of Cap Santé align with local 

health guidelines and favor a partici-

patory approach. With financial sup-

port from various agencies including 

the  

Belgian Cooperation, a 1st phase of 

construction / renovation of health 

centers has already occurred. It is 

now followed by a second phase of 

electrification. E.A.’s mission was to 

install the equipment purchased by 

the association. It is Moïse Amisi 

from Cap Santé who had contacted 

the regretted Thierry Tuxen a few 

months ago, and together they made 

the project a success.  

 

To accomplish this two weeks mis-

sion, Frederik Claerhout and 

Jacques Tilquin, both from Cofely 

Services, traveled with three suitcases 

of tools and small equipment.  

Departed on June 26, 2010 in the 

company of Moses, 

then delayed 2 days 

in Kinshasa by a 

plane problem, they 

arrived in Mbuji-

Mayi on June 29 and 

left the next day for 

Kabinda, 150 km of 

track and 7 hours 

away. Unfortunately 

all their suitcases 

were blocked for 4 

days in Kinshasa. 

Results: daily laun-

dry to ensure a mini-

mum of decency, but 

even more annoy-

ing... no tools.  

 

The Chief Medical 

Officer Dr. Mathieu 

welcomed them, and 

work began directly. 

Cap Santé had pur-

chased all the equip-

ment, part of which 

directly to a com-

pany in Kinshasa. 

They discovered that 

the equipment provided by the latter 

did not correspond to the order: sup-

port for the panels in the wrong size, 

it lacked a regulator, the cables for 

connecting panels were not pro-

vided.... But after unraveling in the 

local market, Frederik and Jacques 

managed to connect 6 of the 12 pan-

els and to produce the desired 220V 

for the central office.  

 

However, the installation of the pan-

els and the electrification of the 3 

health centers were made without any 

problems except for a tiring journey 

of 150 km in the bush. As women 

were giving birth when the light first 

flashed in one of the centers, they 

honored our volunteers by calling 

their sons Jacques and Frederik re-

spectively. So much joy to share!  

Big thanks to Moïse and the local 

team who will now be able to finish 

the job thanks to the experience and 

training acquired. Without them, it 

would have been impossible to make 

a success of this mission.  

 
Jacques Tilquin  

Frederik Claerhout  

Volunteers  

Jacques (l), Frederik and their assistants 

From now one, babies shall be born in full light 
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BELGIUM 
 
ENERGY ASSISTANCE asbl 
Rue de la Pépinière 20 

B-1000 BRUXELLES 
 
Persons to contact :  
->  Sabine Baeten  
( +32 2 510 74 38 
->  Michel de Ligne  
( +32 2 510 74 18 
->  Xavier Desmarets  
( +32 2 510 72 41 
 

6  +32 2 510 21 82 

 
E-mail:  
contact@energy-assistance.be 
 
FRANCE 
 
ENERGY ASSISTANCE France 
1, Place des Degrés -  

F-92059 - PARIS LA DEFENSE 
( +33 1 41 20 13 40  
 
E-mail: energy-assistance-
france@gdfsuez.com 
Internet :  
www.energy-assistance.org 
 

The  ENERGY ASSISTANCE 
NEWSLETTER is written and 
composed by the Energy Assis-
tance bureau and communica-
tion committee. The authors are 
responsible for the articles pub-
lished. 

Layout :  
M.-F. Lavoye 
Translation :  N. Bazi, M. de 
Ligne, X. Desmarets, M. Gon-
tier, F. Madry, T. Nguyen, R. 
Rosseel, D. Schelkens,  
C. Vandenbosch, C. Van 
Kerkhoven 
Responsible editor :  
Jean Bouckaert 

ENERGY ASSISTANCE needs its MEMBERSô support 

 
For Belgium The annual membership fee is ú 20 for full members and  

ú 5 for associated members.   

(Please send your contribution to our bank account number ING  

310-1675876-93 -  IBAN: BE98 3101 6758 7693 -  BIC: BBRUBEBB).  

IMPORTANT : In the message with your payment, please mention the 

amount being paid for membership (ú 20 or ú 5) and/or the amount of 

the donation. Any donation of  ú 30 or more is tax-deductible. Please don't forget 
to mention or your transfer : "Gift to Energy Assistance". 

The membership form can be downloaded from the site  

(http://www.energy-assistance.org) or can be obtained from the  

asssociation.  

 

For France, the annual  amount is ú20, to be paid by cheque made out 

to ENERGY ASSISTANCE FR ANCE at 1, Place des Degr®s, 92059 Paris La  

Défense . Please let us have your address details so that we can send 

you a tax receipt (all donations and subscriptions to EAF are tax deducti-

ble in France up to 60%).  

Thank you in advance. 
REMINDER : Please send any changes in your personal data (address, 

telephone number, e -mail) to contact@energy-assistance.be. 

Total regatta : E.A.  benefits from 5,000€ prize  

In June 2009, employees from the 
GDF Suez Group participated to a 
regatta between the Isle of Wight and 
Portsmouth. This regatta, which is 
organized every year by Total Gas 
and Power for their customers, aims 
at collecting money for a charity. The 
winning team can choose the charity, 
which will benefit from the money 
collected during the event. 
 
The GDF Suez team, composed of 
employees from B3G (Paris) and 
from BEEI Trading and Portfolio Man-
agement (Brussels), competed 
against a dozen of teams from other 
utilities and gas traders (RWE, E.On, 
Gazprom Marketing,é).  
Thanks to its good performance and 
collaboration and despite difficult sail-
ing condition, our team won the 1st 

regatta, was second at the 2nd one 
and third at the last one, giving a first 
place at the overall ranking.  As a 
result of this victory, our team 
awarded the prize to E.A. which re-
ceived 5,000 ú to finance its projects. 
 
This year again, another team from 
GDF Suez participated to the regatta 
with a less successful result but defi-
nitely with as much fun.  
As a consolation, the new team could 
nevertheless carry the regattaôs cups 
in souvenir (and for the picture) of our 
last year, first place.  
 

Eric Vander Donckt 
Participant in both teams 

From l. to r. ; 

Sabine Coulon (B3G - Gase-

lys),  

Nicolas Guerin (BEEI - Tra-

ding and Portfolio Manage-

ment (TPM)),  

Philippe Vedrenne (B3G - 

Gaselys),  

Eric Vander Donckt (BEEI - 

TPM),  

Benoît Larielle (BEEI - TPM), 

Manon Amouretti (B3G – 

Global LNG) 
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